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O n a cold night in 2005, Gregory Ould was leav-ing a movie theatre in Vancouver when he no-
ticed a homeless man in an alcove. 
When he asked what he could do 
to help, he received an unexpected 
answer. The man wanted a blanket 
to survive the night.
That interaction sparked the cre-
ation of the Blanket BC Society, 
which has since distributed over 
400,000 blankets to those in need. 
Ould started the charity with 
the help of his son Ben, who was 
nicknamed the “Warmth Warrior” 
by Marvel comics’ Stan Lee at Van-
couver’s popular convention, Fan 
Expo. 
Last weekend marked Blanket 
BC’s 10th annual Drive on the 
Line donation event, which collect-
ed close to 500 blankets and $8,000 
in cash donations.
“British Columbia and Blanket 
BC are such beautiful communi-
ties,” Ould said. “By providing the 
warmth from your heart and vol-
unteering your time, you create a 
beautiful community.”
The Drive on the Line event 
took place on Nov. 16 and 17 with 
volunteers, or “blanketeers” collect-
ing blankets and cash donations 
at eight stations along the Canada 
Line.
“It was honestly just meant to be 
a small father-son project,” Ould 
said, who never expected to see the 
10-year anniversary. 
Donation boxes were filled with 
quilts, throws, mittens and toques, 
with some donors driving from 
other cities with bags of cozy goods.
“I saw it advertised and I thought, 
well, I have some old blankets ly-
ing around. If I’m not using them, 
someone should,” said Paul Cheng, 
a first-time donor from Surrey. “I 
don’t mind the drive if it’s for a 
good cause.”
“Every single person can make an 
impact. It just takes one person to 
shake things up and make a differ-
ence,” said Aman Kaur, one of ap-
proximately 200 volunteers at the 
event.
Ould said he encourages students 
to reach out and volunteer with 
Blanket BC or other charitable or-
ganizations.
“Giving back is the best thing 
you can do. It’s the most worthy 
cause,” he said. 
 By KATE GARDINER
Blanket BC gives warmth
L ocal parents will be forced to find childcare alternatives when the Langara YMCA 
closes for renovations in early 2021. 
Susan McVea is a parent who 
uses the Langara YMCA for 
her children’s swimming lessons. 
McVea prefers the Langara YMCA 
over the community centre closer 
to her home because of the consis-
tency the location offers.
“One of the reasons why we’re 
here instead of the community cen-
tre which is closer to where we live 
is just because we show up on the 
same day, same time, it doesn’t mat-
ter who the instructor is, what level 
they’re in, it’s continuous,” McVea 
said.
The YMCA is trying to find 




but it won’t know 
which programs 
will be available 
until 2020 as it 
waits to see what 
rental spaces will 
be available. 
Kelly Walker, 
acting vice-president of market-
ing and communications for the 
YMCA of Greater Vancouver said 
the building needs to close to con-
tinue to provide the community 
with programs and services.
“We will still be able to meet their 
needs but we do need to temporar-
ily close in order to actually have a 
building to house those programs 
in for the long term,” Walker said.
The location, which serves 12,000 
people per year, will re-open in 
2023 with a 50 per cent expansion. 
This expansion will have a variety 
of new facilities including three 
pools, a cafe with outdoor seating, 
childcare services for infants to 
school-aged children and a rooftop 
social area. 
Tanya Broesch, a psychologist 
specializing in child development 
and parenting practices, said for 
many parents the experience of 
child raising can be isolating. Com-
munity centres serve as a practical 
solution to this issue as it allows 
parents to work and socialize.
“In large cities, community cen-
tres serve the function of social 




Group celebrates 10-year anniversary of donation drive
Community will 
be left searching 
for childcare
 By JOE AYRES
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UBC professor Richard Johnston moderated a debate on B.C.'s electoral reform referendum. The debate, which attracted about 30 people, was held at the Ker-
risdale Community Centre. ROXANNE EGAN-ELLIOTT PHOTO
Yes and No sides make pitches at Kerrisdale event
W  ith 18 per cent of B.C.’s proportional representation refer-endum ballots cast as 
of Nov. 16, Kerrisdale Community 
Centre held a debate to give both 
sides a chance to present their argu-
ments on electoral reform.
B.C. is holding a referendum on 
whether to keep the current elec-
toral system or move to one of three 
proportional representation models. 
Mail-in ballots must be received in 
Victoria by Nov. 30. This year’s vote 
is the third time British Columbi-
ans have voted on electoral reform 
since 2005.
About 30 people attended the 
debate moderated by Richard John-
ston, a UBC professor who studies 
electoral systems.
Antony Hodgson, president of 
Fair Voting BC, told the audience 
the current system is not as fair as 
it could be, citing cases across the 
country in which parties formed 
majority governments with only 40 
per cent of votes or less. 
“If you really believe in democra-
cy you have to favour the inclusion 
of more voices in our democratic 
process,” Hodgson said.
Former Liberal MLA Suzanne 
Anton, who represents the No BC 
Proportional Representation So-
ciety, criticized those in favour of 
proportional representation. She 
said the idea of political parties 
working together in the province is 
“a fairy tale.”
“We have a demonstrated history 
in the province of non-consensus 
and that’s not going to change,” An-
ton said. “I’m not even sure it should 
change. I think it is very healthy to 
have a government and opposition 
to have your ideas tested.”
Hodgson countered Anton’s 
statement saying, “We could be do-
ing better but we’re not because of 
partisan infighting.” 
He noted Canada’s ranking on 
the UN Human Development In-
dex. Once sitting at the top of the 
list, Canada is currently 12th on the 
index. Nearly all of the countries 
with higher rankings than Canada 
use some form of proportional rep-
resentation.
Ivy Li, who attended the debate, 
said she felt that Johnston and 
Hodgson were trying to provide the 
facts in a conversation that is nor-
mally full of rhetoric and fearmon-
gering.
“I’m very interested to look at the 
electoral reform and see how we can 
make our government better,” Li 
said. 
 By ROXANNE 
    EGAN-ELLIOTT
New casino a bad bet for some
Controversial 
project would be 
first of its kind 
for Delta 
 By CAMERON THOMSON
D elta city council’s approval of the municipality’s first casino remains a divisive 
topic with some residents saying 
it doesn’t fit with the community’s 
ideals. 
On Nov. 13, Gateway Casinos 
received approval from the Brit-
ish Columbia Lottery Commis-
sion to build a $70-million casino 
and hotel facility. Delta council 
had approved the project in May 
2018 and a nod from the commis-
sion was the only thing the project 
needed before construction could 
start. The 124-room hotel and ca-
sino will be built near the George 
Massey Tunnel on Highway 17A.
Delta residents have been divid-
ed on the project since 2016, when 
the lottery commission submitted 
an expression of interest to Delta 
to replace a Surrey casino by add-
ing one in Delta. 
According to Delta public hear-
ing minutes on May 1 2018, five 
people spoke in support of the 
project and 14 people spoke in op-
position.
“Pretty much everyone is op-
posed to it. They just feel like it’s 
not the right kind of development 
that Delta should be looking at,” 
said Evelyn Funk, who is part of 
a current-events club where mem-
bers have debated the casino pro-
posal. “People in Tsawwassen or 
Delta feel that this decision was 
made to go ahead with the casino 
long before the public hearings 
ever started.” 
Funk also said that throughout 
the public hearings she attended, 
many residents of Delta present-
ed the council with arguments 
against the casino.
But previous Delta mayor 
turned councillor Lois Jackson is 
more focused on the hotel aspect 
of the project. 
“I really felt, when we first saw 
this, that the hotel was some-
thing we really needed for Delta. 
We have between 102,000 and 
106,000 people and we have one 
hotel in Tsawwassen. There’s 
nothing north Delta unless you go 
to Guildford,” Jackson said. 
Jackson said Delta was not the 
only driver behind the project.
“The final decision was not 
ours,” Jackson said. “It was up to 
the province and it’s going to be 
going ahead fairly soon.” 
The casino has also faced criti-
cism from neighbouring cities. 
Richmond Mayor Malcolm Bro-
die said that his council remains 
opposed to the casino.
“Our opinion hasn’t changed. 
This is a relocation from Newton 
and it seems very odd to take a 
casino from Newton and put it in 
south Delta,” Brodie said.
Construction of the casino will 
begin in early 2019 and is expect-





 By CLOE LOGAN
Debate examines PR vote
An artist's rendering of a newly approved casino and hotel to be built in Delta. SUBMITTED ILLUSTRATION
Students need to have a voice in transportation decisions in the Lower Mainland, says one 
University of B.C. student who is 
working with the new TransLink 
mayors’ council.
“The [UBC student society] is 
working to connect with regional 
partners and the new mayors to 
ensure that all play a shared role in 
bringing this critical infrastructure 
to fruition and that students are in-
cluded as stakeholders throughout 
the process,” said Cristina Ilnitchi, 
the vice-president of external affairs 
at UBC Alma Mater Society.
She spoke in favour of the new 
SkyTrain extension, now being 
planned, which will run along 
Broadway from VCC-Clark station 
to Arbutus Street on Vancouver’s 
west side.
Her comments came at an inau-
gural meeting where the new may-
ors’ council endorsed the TransLink 
board’s decision to suspend work 
on a light-rail line in Surrey. The 
decision came after Surrey’s new 
council voted to cancel the project. 
The mayors voted to instruct staff 
to look at the business case and 
planning needed for a SkyTrain 
line instead.
The decision will have implica-
tions for many students in the re-
gion, since a SkyTrain line in Sur-
rey could make it easier for students 
south of the Fraser to get to Simon 
Fraser University and UBC. On the 
other hand, the light-rail line was 
meant to help connect the main 
neighbourhoods in Surrey, and the 
loss of that line means students 
who attend Surrey-based schools 
like Kwantlen Polytechnic Univer-
sity and the SFU Surrey campus 
have no hope for immediate transit 
improvements.
Richmond Mayor Malcolm 
Brodie stressed that the decision 
to halt construction on the Surrey 
light-rail line should not mean any 
changes to other projects.
Brodie was especially vocal about 
his concerns with Surrey’s recent 
decision. He said that a new city 
council doesn’t mean old decisions 
can be undone, and that it hasn’t 
worked like that in the past — as 
his own council experienced when 
the Canada Line was built through 
the city’s downtown.“[Richmond’s] 
city council wanted something at 
ground level, and TransLink didn’t 
come back and just flip the switch 
and say, ‘OK, we will go with the 
planning, design and procurement 
for a ground-level system,’” he said. 
“This approach is setting a very, 
very dangerous precedent.” 
Surrey Mayor Doug McCallum 
said the public doesn’t want LRT. 
He said there wasn’t thorough pub-
lic consultation. 
“There is no support in the city of 
Surrey for light rail. The only peo-
ple that we do run into that support 
light rail is some of the business 
community,” he said. 
Students seek support 
for promised SkyTrain 
line along Broadway to 
UBC campus
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Students and teachers working in the Aborigional Gathering Space at Langara College.  MATHILDA DE VILLIERS PHOTO
A $240,000 grant to cre-ate a custom curriculum for Indigenous students will set a goal of giving 
them the skills they need to transi-
tion to post-secondary education at 
Langara.
The grant from the Social Sci-
ence and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada will be tailored 
to help those Indigenous students 
who don’t qualify for post second-
ary education in B.C. to improve 
their English and math skills. 
Rick Ouellet, director of the 
Aboriginal education services at 
Langara said there are lots of other 
programs out there but the distinc-
tive feature of the grant is to fund 
Indigenous learners to learn in a 
way that resonates with them. 
“Students might learn geometry 
through blanket weaving,” Ouellet 
said.
Ouellet said approximately 50 
per cent of  Indigenous students at-
tend post secondary schools. 
The college will partner with 
the Musqueam Nation, located in 
South Vancouver and The Urban 
Native Youth Association, located 
in East Vancouver to develop the 
program. The students who are 
chosen for the program will also 
give their input to help make the 
program more suitable. 
Danni Beardy, Langara Students’ 
Union Aboriginal representative, 
said she recognizes there is a need 
for students to upgrade their skills 
and the grant will have a positive 
impact the students.
“It’s amazing that the money 
came through,”  Beardy said. “It will 
definitely help a lot of people.”
The first cohort of 20 students 
begin their full time studies in Jan-
uary on the Musqueam reserve.The 
program will then be tweaked and 
offered to a second group through 
the Urban Native Youth Associa-
tion. Upon successful completion of 
the 26-week program the students 
can attend Langara in the general 
studies program.
Len Pierre, manager of Indig-
enous Services for Students at 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, 
also sees a need to supplement 
Indigenous students’ learning to 
strengthen their transition to post-
secondary studies.  
“We are really holding their voice 
and values at the centre of whatever 
program we’re going to offer,” he 
said. 
 By SHABNAM JESSA
College committed to better wellness
A student participates in energy pull at Langara’s annual Health and Wellness 
Fair. KATHRYN TINDALE PHOTO





L angara became the first col-lege in British Columbia to sign the Okanagan Char-
ter during the annual Health and 
Wellness Fair to introduce a mental 
health framework.
The signature symbolizes the be-
ginning of a three-year project as a 
commitment to the well-being of 
staff and students according to Vice 
President of People Services, Dawn 
Palmer. Dawn said the launch was 
a commitment for Langara to inte-
grate practices promoting physical 
and mental well-being for employ-
ees and students on campus.
College employees will have the 
opportunity to learn to recognize 
students in distress and how to 
proceed, “not necessarily counsel-
ling or diagnosing, but just being 
able to listen and validate that ex-
perience and then refer them most 
importantly on to the next step,” 
said mental health initiative consult, 
Tanya Miller.
According to Langara’s mental 
health framework committee, stu-
dent appointments relating to men-
tal health rose 350 per cent in health 
services since 2004. While 41 per 
cent of short-term disability claims 
from Langara employees were re-
lated to mental health.
Miller said the initiative will 
build upon and improve the existing 
mental health structures at Langara. 
Langara business student  Cas-
sandra Chow said mental illness 
often gets neglected when it’s not 
affecting a friend or family member.
“[It’s] not only students, but just 
the population in general suffer 
from mental illness, and there’s a re-
ally bad stigma,” Chow said.
During the energy healing event 
at the Health and Wellness Fair and 
Chow said the presence of alterna-
tive health should be increased.  
Positive influences of the Okana-
gan Charter conveniently fit into 
the three-year process forming 
Langara’s mental health framework 
according to Palmer.
The Health and Wellness Fair 
also featured a selection of health 
tests and suggestions ranging from 
ergonomics to cannabis awareness.
Crafting 
beer in the 
pursuit of 
science 
Langara teams with 
breweries to offer 
chem students a way 
to brew better beer  
 By ADAM LEVI
F or the last six months, lo-cal breweries have partnered with students and professors 
to better understand the science of 
beer to create a premium, longer-
lasting product.
The project has been awarded 
$200,000 by the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada. Langara science depart-
ment professors Kelly Sveinson, Ji 
Yang and Dave Anderson originally 
spearheaded the project to give stu-
dents real-world experience in the 
field while also helping to problem 
solve with breweries in the Lower 
Mainland.
Sveinson was quick to note the 
value of getting an education both 
inside and outside of the classroom.
“For them, it’s enormously valu-
able,” Sveinson said about the par-
ticipating students. “They get a very 
unique, experiential learning op-
portunity.”
Yang said that this project 
wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t 
for his students’ tremendous efforts 
throughout the process.
“Some of our students are top-
calibre,” Yang said. “Without my 
students, I wouldn’t be able to do 
this project.”
Langara science professor Chris 
Conway developed a relationship 
with Parallel 49 Brewing Com-
pany to be one of the school’s key 
partners during this initiative. They 
have been using the school’s tools 
and technologies while allowing 
Langara students to work with 
their brewers.
According to Parallel 49’s labora-
tory manager Kelsey Dodds, having 
access to Langara’s technology has 
been an invaluable experience that 
they wouldn’t have otherwise had 
had the college not received the 
grant.
“A lot of people lack the under-
standing that beer is a living thing,” 
Dodds said. “Yeast is a living thing 
that makes the alcohol, beer ages 
over time, there are flavour devel-
opments.”
“When you get access to these 
highly specialized and highly 
trained students and pieces of 
equipment, they get beyond a mi-
croscopic view of the beer, you get 
a molecular look at the beer,” she 
said.
Grant gives students hope
 By KATHRYN TINDALE
» Cenosillicaphobia
is the fear of an empty beer glass.
» World's longest
hangover
lasted over four weeks after a 
Scotsman consumed 60 pints of 
beer.
» Strongest beer
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F or one singer-song-writer, growing up with an oral tradi-tion has led to the 
dynamic creation of his art, 
inspiring his use of story and 
language.
Renowned for his ener-
getic musical performances, 
Joseph Maviglia performed 
at the Historic Joy Kogawa 
House this past weekend. 
As a singer-songwriter and 
spoken word artist com-
ing from a southern Italian 
background, Maviglia be-
came attuned to the expres-
sion of story through spoken 
word at a young age. This ex-
perience with oral tradition 
often inspires his creative 
process when writing new 
pieces. 
The intimate event was 
held on Saturday evening 
with approximately 20 audi-
ence members in attendance. 
Maviglia recitied original 
poetry and songs in the liv-
ing room under a single 
dimly lit lamp. The only mu-
sical accompaniment was an 
acoustic guitar, which Mavi-
glia played himself.
“Very early on my ear was 
open to the way something 
was expressed and the dy-
namic it was expressed in,” 
Maviglia said. “Later on that 
merged in with the formal-
ity of my education, so a bit 
of both worlds were there to 
mix and match.”
The event began with piec-
es from his first poetry book 
A God Hangs Upside Down, 
Maviglia drew the audience 
in with moments of self-
reflection, humour and social 
commentary. He also per-
formed his song, Father It’s 
Time, which was on the 1992 
Juno award winning compi-
lation album The Gathering.
Trish Paquette, a new 
member of the Marpole 
community, was enamoured 
by the warmth of the eve-
ning.
“I didn’t expect this to be 
such an intimate evening,” 
Paquette said. “I enjoyed 
listening to his perspectives. 
There were some really deep 
thoughts that provoked fur-
ther thought and reflection 
in ourselves.”
Another audience mem-
ber, Bruce Webb, said he ap-
preciated the artistry behind 
the music, despite not always 
understanding the meaning.
“I didn’t understand every 
metaphor or image that was 
being presented, but I con-
nected with pieces and it re-
ally transformed me back in 
time. This is a very intimate 
and warm environment ––
such a great venue for this 
kind of event,” Webb said.
Prior to his performance, 
Maviglia said he was most 
looking forward to sharing 
his art and experience with 
the community.
“I love the feeling of peo-
ple being engaged and expe-
riencing a creative moment. 
Not necessarily my moment, 
but one of theirs. Perceptive 
moments in oneself make in-
teresting changes in the way 
you think and feel. That’s 
interesting to me,” Maviglia 
said.
Sheilagh Cahill, a member 
of the board at the Joy Koga-
wa House, said that Mavi-
glia’s performance inspired 
self-reflection and apprecia-
tion for Canadian culture.
“It was a very colourful 
and reflective performance 
because it really spoke to us 
as Canadians, coast to coast. 
I really enjoyed that part of 
it because there was a lot of 
different dimensions,” Ca-
hill said. “He drew in all the 
different characters that we 
have as Canadian people.”
Photos and stories by Kelsea Franzke
Folk singer is in the house
Folk artist Joseph Maviglia reads and sings his work in Marpole
Music and literature under one roof
Joseph Maviglia performs at the Historic Joy Kogawa House. He began the evening by reading from his first poetry 
book A God Hangs Upside Down.
Joseph Maviglia strums his guitar for the 20 or so audience members who attended his performance at the Joy Kogawa House The Joy Kogawa House is used as a site for author residencies and literary events. Joy Kogawa left a hand-written note on the desk she worked at in her home. 
Joseph Maviglia performs at the Joy Kogawa House on Nov. 17. 
5News&Features
A s a heritage home in the Marpole neighbourhood, the 
Historic Joy Kogawa House 
acts as a creative and inspir-
ing haven for writers.
The Joy Kogawa House 
offers writers and artists 
two-month residencies to 
work on writing projects in 
exchange for service and 
workshops for the com-
munity.
During his stay, spoken 
word artist and singer-
songwriter Joseph Ma-
viglia held workshops 
on the transformation 
of spoken word to song, 
as well as how metaphor 
and words change with per-
formance.
“The house is really great 
being in such a quiet neigh-
bourhood. I can get up at 
four in the morning and 
start to play two or three 
songs and go on with it. 
There’s really no in-
trusion on the space which 
is wonderful,” Maviglia said 
Ann-Marie Metten, the 
director of the Joy Koga-
wa House, says that when 
choosing which writers will 
stay at the house next, they 
seek artists writing from the 
margins of the dominant 
culture. 
It’s important that writers 
working at the Joy Kogawa 
House are socially conscious 
and produce work that 
raises  awareness 
about a 
marginalized experience.
“When choosing which 
artists will stay at the house, 
it’s really about service to 
the community and how 
they will engage local writ-
ers,” said Metten. “But it’s 
also the writing project they 
work on, and how meaning-
ful the space will be as an in-
spiration for that project.”
Metten believes that 
the performances held by 
the artists at the end of 
their stay are meaningful 
for connection in the sur-
rounding community.
“I want people to have a 
feeling of connection and 
community. It’s about 
healing the loneliness that 
we all experience, and it’s all 
about connecting across cul-
tures and across 
b a r r i e r s , ” 
M e t t e n 
said.
1913 The house was built 
for Robert Mackie, a foreman 
in the public works department 
for the City of Vancouver.
1937 Mackie left the house 
and the Nakayama family 
moved into it. Joy was two 
years-old at the time.
1942 The federal gov-
ernment initiated the War 
Measures Act which forced 
nearly 22,000 Japanese Cana-
dians out of their homes. The 
Nakayama family was one of 
these families who were sent 
to internment camps.
1944 The Nakayama's 
family home is sold by the 
Canadian government to help 
pay for the Japanese intern-
ment camps.
SOURCE: KOGAWAHOUSE.COM
THE JOY KOGAWA 
HOUSE
A BRIEF HISTORY
Photos and stories by Kelsea Franzke
A safe haven for artists
The Joy Kogawa House supports singers and songwriters   
Music and literature under one roof
Joseph Maviglia performs at the Historic Joy Kogawa House. He began the evening by reading from his first poetry 
book A God Hangs Upside Down.
The Joy Kogawa House is used as a site for author residencies and literary events. Joy Kogawa left a hand-written 
note on the desk she worked at in her home. 
Joseph Maviglia 
is the current writer 
in residency at the Joy 
Kogawa House. A typewriter sits 
on the desk in the bedroom.
Joseph Maviglia reads from his first poetry book, A God Hangs Upside Down.
“It’s about healing 
the loneliness that 
we all experience.”
— ANN-MARIE  METTEN, DIRECTOR OF THE 
JOY KOGAWA HOUSE
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Pro-rep is needed change
A week ago, I didn’t know anything about B.C.’s electoral referendum. Now I will attempt to 
tell you why proportional repre-
sentation is the 




people to vote 
because their 
ballot won’t be 
seen as wasted. 
In each pro-rep 




ber of votes and the total num-
ber of seats (as explained in the 
rather convoluted guide provided 
in the voting packages delivered 
to each B.C. voter). 
I’ve struggled with feeling my 
vote doesn’t count, but pro-rep 
can help alleviate some of these 
concerns. I don’t want to be apa-
thetic when it comes to choos-
ing the government that will 
influence how content I am with 
where I live.
Since the referendum started 
last month, only 18 per cent of 
the ballots have been returned. If 
you’re like me, trying to under-
stand electoral systems probably 
gives you a headache. I’ve spent 
a few hours (and several cups of 
coffee) researching to try to help 
break this down for you.
We currently use first-past-
the-post, which has been in use 
in Canada for about 150 years. 
B.C. is split into individual rid-
ings which each elects one MLA.
FPTP typically produces ma-
jority governments. As there is 
limited opposition, these govern-
ments tend to be stable. However, 
parties can easily gain a majority 
with less than 40 per cent of the 
vote. 
FPTP can often lead to Cana-
dians (including me) feeling that 
their vote is wasted. It’s also a 
system that, to alleviate that feel-
ing, encourages tactical voting, 
which was employed in the 2015 
federal election. Many Canadi-
ans chose to vote for any party 
but the Conservatives regardless 
of their own political leanings.
The pro-rep options on the ref-
erendum are, at best, confusing. I 
still haven’t completely wrapped 
my head around them. But there’s 
a system for everyone — if you’re 
fond of FPTP, you can vote for 
dual member, which keeps the 
current system in B.C.’s largest 
ridings. 
Dual member also seems to be 
least difficult to implement.
Pro-rep systems tend to pro-
duce minority governments and 
more parties represented in a 
parliament or legislature. This 
can lead to either a collaborative 
or instable government as more 
parties have a say. 
No B.C. Pro Rep, leading the 
campaign against electoral re-
form, calls the referendum “un-
necessary,” and proclaims that 
the inauguration of pro-rep will 
lead to a rise in back-room deals 
among political (this sentiment 
sounds conspiratorial to me). 
There are also arguments that 
pro-rep systems can benefit par-
ties who sit on the far edges of 
the political spectrum — Austria 
and Germany’s 2017 elections 
saw right-wing parties gain a sig-
nificant number of seats — popu-
lism has seen a global surge over 
the past few years (2016 being 
particularly notable). 
Although the voting system 
may play a part in this rise, it’s 
small when placed beside the so-
cial, economic and cultural (and 
identity) issues that lead people 
in search of alternatives to the 
norm. 
Regardless, pro-rep allows a 
parliament to better reflect the 
ideals and will of the people.
Change isn’t always a bad 
thing, but indifference is. We 
might not share the same values, 
but I would argue that a fairer 
voting system is beneficial to ev-
eryone. 
Oh, and p.s. — even if pro-rep 
wins, but you’re unsure of your 
choice, the province will be hold-
ing another referendum in two 








W et, damaged grey sweat-pants with a logo that says “Yum” across the 
back have served their purpose and 
won’t help people who need cloth-
ing to keep them warm and dry 
during winter. 
I’ll admit I’ve set a large bag of 
clothes outside my house for a Big 
Brothers truck to come by and take 
without considering if I’m offering 
someone my old 
ripped and worn 
out clothes. 
If your clothes 
are too shame-
ful to offer to a 
friend, don’t give 
them to some-
one who’s in 





nual campaign at stations along 
the Canada Line, collecting blan-
kets and other articles of clothing 
that are donated to individuals liv-
ing on the street. The timing of the 
campaign makes sense as it runs at 
a time when the weather is cold, 
nights are bitter and the differ-
ence between having a coat, hat and 
gloves and not wearing these items 
could mean life or death. 
Many homeless people have ben-
efited from clothing donations. But 
many of us lack self-awareness of 
how we can help. Simply getting rid 
of clothing we know is damaged or 
torn doesn’t help anyone. 
It’s not that people who donate 
clothing aren’t doing it for the right 
reasons. But the quality of the do-
nations doesn’t always match good 
intentions.
Based on numbers by the Recy-
cling Council of Ontario, Canadi-
ans, on average, throw out about 37 
kilograms of textiles a year. The rise 
of clothing consumption has led to 
an increase of textile waste around 
the world. 
The waste and overconsumption 
has taken a toll on water consump-
tion. It takes 6,800 litres of water to 
produce one pair of jeans.
Yes,  there is a need to donate 
clothing but consider this: most 
shelters will send unusable clothes 
to the landfill. 
Supporting homeless people 
should be a long-term goal. Do-
nating to a charity to support its 
work can help solve a deeper issue 
by better funding for homelessness 
services. More affordable housing is 
the best way forward.
When it comes to getting rid of 
clothes, there are other options like 
clothing swaps or sending them to 
retailers to re-sell. 
As for the torn-up sweater in the 
back of the closet, try to recycle it. 
But if you can’t, make smarter deci-




Make sure to send your ballot in by Nov. 30. GABRIELLE PLONKA PHOTO
We want to hear from you
Journalism instructor Barry Link 
oversees The Voice.  
Email:blink@langara.bc.ca
Rethink the clothing you give away to charities — if you wouldn't give it to a friend, you shouldn't give it to a stranger in need. RENA MEDOW ILLUSTRATION
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1969 Birth control is de-
criminalized.
1972 The Vancouver
Women's Health Collective is 
established.
1988 The Supreme Court
of Canada decriminalizes 
abortion.
1994 Midwifery is estab-
lished as a publicly funded and 
regulated profession. 
WOMEN'S HEALTH
SIGNIFICANT DATES IN CANADA
 By AGAZY MENGESHA




New book highlights 
history of health 
activism in Canada 
 By TAESA HODEL
W omen wouldn’t have the health resources they do today if it weren’t for the 
past activism of young women in 
Canadian colleges and universities 
across the country, says the author 
of a new book. 
Lorraine Greaves was in Vancou-
ver on Nov. 13 to promote her new 
book Personal and Political, which 
tells stories from the second wave 
women’s health movement of the 
late 60s and early 70s. 
“One of the things to come out 
of Vancouver was the abortion car-
avan,” Greaves said. 
Initiatives like the caravan, which 
started on SFU's campus,  pres-
sured the federal government to 
decriminalize birth control and 
abortion. Women who didn’t have 
access to services created their own: 
from birthing centres, to sexual as-
sault centres. Some of these orga-
nizations –– like the Vancouver 
Women’s Health Collective –– are 
still operating in Vancouver today.
None of these organizations 
were featured at Langara College’s 
Health and Wellness fair on Nov. 
14.
Nancy Pollak, women’s studies 
coordinator at Langara, said that 
our society still treats the female 
body as troublesome. She attributes 
the widespread neglect of women’s 
health issues to sexism within the 
system. 
“Women in the west are often 
raised to be very alienated from 
their bodies and critical of their 
bodies,” Pollak said. “That creates a 
huge health challenge.”
The activism that started in col-
lege campuses in the 1960s pushed 
Canada to look at public healthcare 
as a social issue, she said. 
But there is still more to be done, 
says public health nurse Doris Frac-
zek, who works with at-risk young 
mothers. 
She sees room for improvement 
in women’s health: from increased 
health literacy; to increased re-
sources for mental health, addic-
tion, assault, birth control and abor-
tion. 
Greaves says she still sees college 
and university-based activism as 
a way to drive change and she en-
courages women to be as brave as 
those before them and to fight for 
what they need. T he writer of a new Studio 58 play says her latest work explores shame and mem-
ory, subjects she’s wanted to tackle 
for years.
Mortified, written by Amy Ruth-
erford, centres around a 14-year-
old girl who's on the cusp of adoles-
cence and in an abusive relationship 
with an older man. 
“As a writer, I’m always interested 
in subject matter that maybe has a 
taboo element to it, or bringing si-
lent voices out and into the light,” 
she said.
The play had its world premiere 
at Studio 58 on Nov. 15.
“At this particular show, there are 
themes of shame, which is sort of 
one of the most hidden destructive 
emotions we can feel,” Rutherford 
said. 
Emily Jane King who plays Girl 
–– the main character who has no
name –– said it was an interesting 
challenge to portray a character 
without an identity.
“It’s super interesting to approach 
a character like that because you 
have to build it up for yourself, so 
like myself and the other actress 
that plays the older version of this 
character, we gave her a name for 
ourselves,” King said. 
“We plotted out what her name 
is, and what her backstory is, we 
plotted that out with the director 
to make her feel like she is a real 
character, which she is very much is 
already in the script,” she said.
Although the play centres on 
Girl’s experiences, the show ––
which is loosely based on The Little 
Mermaid –– has a large cast.
Anita Rochon, the director, said 
it was an exciting challenge to work 
with all 27 members of the cast.
When asked what she wanted 
to say to people who might avoid 
the play because they’re cautious of 
the subject matter, Rochon said, “I 
would just say that there’s a lot of 
humanity and humour, and dynam-
ic amazing performers, and so not 
to be scared of the topic.”
Mortified runs until Dec. 15. 
Artist evolves in East Van
Ideet Sharon draws in her Parker Street studio, one of 70 workshops that opened its doors to the public during the Eastside Culture Crawl.  PATRICK PENNER PHOTO
Langara student draws inspiration from meditation, nature
Studio 58's latest 
production tries 
to tackle taboos
Play shines spotlight on shame 
Emily Jane King as Girl. The playwright chose not to give the character a 
name so her story would be more universal. EMILY COOPER SUBMITTED PHOTO
I deet Sharon’s art emerged from a discovery of medita-tion. Now her intricate, geo-metric paintings are draw-
ing attention in the Vancouver art 
scene.
The Langara expressive art ther-
apy student walked away from 20 
years in the animation industry in 
pursuit of the abstract art form.
“Something happens when you 
start meditating and you start 
thinking about your life and what 
you are doing,” Sharon said. “Am I 
thriving or just surviving?”
Sharon’s illustrations were dis- Kurtis Baute and Xianny Ng, a 
couple who purchased a painting 
from Sharon, were elated by their 
find.
“It’s not just chaos, I feel like 
there is a structure to it in a way I 
find kind of pleasing,” Baute said.
That chaotic structure was Sha-
ron’s intention.
She says she was influenced by 
19th century philosophy and ab-
stract art, quantum physics and the 
geometry of nature.  
“Some shapes seem separate but 
actually they are connected, there’s 
a lot of stories going on and they 
all are part of the bigger story, little 
stories within a bigger story,” Sha-
ron said. “They are all finding bal-
ance.”
But above all else, she credits 
meditation for the inspiration be-
hind her work, saying she now sees 
herself as a conduit for the images 
she paints. 
“Musicians like Mozart and Bach 
were saying ‘I don’t make this mu-
sic, I’m just hearing it,’” she said. 
Kari Kristensen leases the stu-
dio space that Sharon works in. 
Kristensen said she’s usually picky 
about who she sublets space to, but 
has nothing but praise for Sharon’s 
ability.
“What’s most amazing about her, 
in the time that she’s been here, 
[is] the evolution of her work,” she 
said. “It’s impressive to see someone 
grow that much.” 
played as part of the Eastside Cul-
ture Crawl, which ran from Nov.15 
- 18. 
"Shapes seem 
separate but they 
are connected...
little stories within 
a bigger story." 
— IDEET SHARON, ARTIST
The open studio event features 
over 500 artists and attracts over 
35,000 visitors. 
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Rich Lam taking photos of basketball players after a win at UBC this November. MATHILDA DE VILLIERS PHOTO
A shift in shooting sports
Social media, money and space all contribute to the change
O ne of the biggest changes in sports pho-tography is monetiza-tion, according to Nick 
Didlick, a professional photojour-
nalist who has been in the industry 
for over 40 years. 
According to Didlick, with 
large amounts of money now be-
ing pumped into the industry, the 
reporting side of it is being lost. 
“Sports and sports photography has 
become at a high level more of an 
entertainment product than a re-
porting product,” Didlick said. 
Didlick is known for his work in 
the world of sports as well as cov-
ering dangerous and intense situa-
tions such as riots at soccer games 
in Europe. 
Didlick came to Langara and 
spoke to journalism students about 
his career in covering sports and 
riots. Alberto Tufano, a journalism 
student at the college, was at one of 
the biggest riots at Heysel Stadium 
in Brussels in 1985.
Didlick said that he has had to 
adapt to television rights taking 
over still photography locations. 
“Doesn’t matter where, whether 
I’m covering the Olympics or ice 
hockey, photographers are permit-
ted into the buildings but we have 
less and less space to work from be-
cause television is picking up on all 
the angles,” he said.
Rich Lam is a Vancouver based 
photojournalist who has been 
working predominantly in sports 
photography for the last 20 years. 
He is the official photographer of 
the University of British Colum-
bia’s athletics department.
Lam started working for Didlick 
in 2010 at the Winter Olympics. 
“He took a huge gamble on me 
to work for him because I was the 
youngest member of his staff,” Lam 
said. Through their work together, 
Lam said he learned a lot from 
Didlick, the biggest lesson being 
that of organization and being able 
to adapt to difficult situations. 
For Lam, the big change in sports 
photography is how fast one has to 
work. “Speed and the volume of 
what’s coming out of events,” he 
said. 
Stu Walters is the senior manager 
of media relations and communica-
tions for UBC varsity and athletics, 
and has been in the sports industry 
for roughly 15 years.
For Walters, throughout his ca-
reer, the biggest change for him is 
the social media presence. “People 
build their own brand that way. So 
if you’re trustworthy and your news 
is correct and some of your break-
ing news turns out to be true you 





The men's and 
women's teams ended 
the term with games 
on Vancouver Island
 By DARREN AMNER
B oth the men’s and women’s basketball teams signed off the term this weekend with 
games at Vancouver Island Univer-
sity and Camosun. 
The men lost the first night 103-
83, but came from behind to win 
105-103 on the second night. Play-
er Tyler Anderson feels the team 
didn’t come out to compete in the 
first game.
“We found ourselves down 22 at 
one point against Camosun, but we 
came out in the second and slowly 
chipped away at their lead,” Ander-
son said. 
It was a tough weekend for the 
women’s team, who took two losses 
playing short-staffed due to injury. 
The first night they lost 51-72 to 
VIU, which is ranked top five in 
the country.  The next day against 
Camosun they lost 69-76 in a game 
that they led for 36 minutes. 
This has been women’s coach 
Curtis Nelson’s first season with the 
team. So far, Nelson said the wom-
en are like sponges and that they 
come to practise wanting to learn. 
He said he feels like the team is on 
the right track going into 2019. 
“We competed very hard. The 
fact we were competitive and we 
didn’t roll over in the face of ad-
versity makes me extremely proud,” 
Nelson said. 
It’s been an up and down season 
for the men, who are a younger 
team.














“ C o m -
ing in from high school these guys 
were all the stars of their teams. 
They weren’t used to being yelled 
at by other guys,” he said. “Now 
they know it’s nothing personal, we 
laugh and joke and the chemistry is 
getting really good now.”
Scottish dancers need numbers  
The Wednesday night class practising steps for the Vancouver Saltire Society 
St. Andrew’s Ball on Nov. 17 and the Delta Borderers 40th Anniversary Dance 
on Nov. 24. MANDY MOON PHOTO
 By  MATHILDA  
DE VILLIERS
Scottish dance 
teachers seeing a 
decline in youth
participation







VS. CAMOSUN NOV. 17
105- 103 WIN
MEN'S BASKETBALL
VS. VIU NOV. 16
83- 103 LOSS
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
VS. CAMOSUN NOV. 17
69- 76 LOSS
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
VS. VIU NOV. 16
51- 72 LOSS
K ay Sutherland says younger people aren’t showing up to Scottish dance classes like 
they used to.  
Sutherland teaches a class at the 
Scottish Cultural Centre in Mar-
pole, and said that newcomers tend 
to like Scottish country dance be-
cause the dances do not require one 
set partner. She said people of all 
dance skills are welcome, but that 
younger people in Vancouver seem 
to be uninterested in participating.
Sutherland said Scottish danc-
ing is more popular among young 
people in California, especially in 
San Francisco. 
“Scottish country dancing is also 
very popular in Japan and Mos-
cow. I think it’s partly the music,” 
Sutherland said.
Sutherland said there was a con-
cern for increasing numbers nearly 
a hundred years ago as well, but 
since the revitalization through the 
50s, 60s and 70s, popularity has ex-
panded internationally.
“The numbers are going down 
gradually, but that’s true with any 
volunteer organization, unless the 
organization is aimed at young 
people” said Stewart Cunningham, 
treasurer of the Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society. Cunning-
ham has been an active member of 
the society for 20 years.
Classes are held at the cultural 
centre on Wednesday evenings and 
prepares participants for upcoming 
social dances throughout the Low-
er Mainland.
Gillian Beattie, The correspond-
ing secretary for the society and 
an active participant for 13 years, 
said that attendance for the classes 
tends to fluctuate.
“You never know how many peo-
ple are coming. We’ve had as few as 
three or four. We’ve also filled the 
room so you could hardly move,” 
Beattie said.
The centre will also host a Van-
couver Ceilidh Dance on Nov. 
30, which will be the last ceilidh 
dance of 2018. The casual ceilidh 
dances are important as they can 
introduce potential new members 
to the cultural centre and can help 
to recruit new members for the so-
ciety.
